



Paging all readers: Literacy club launches publishing house 

Written by Sunny Lockwood, The Union Democrat November 05, 2010 12:30 pm 

	The local writing group Writers Unlimited is launching a new literary publishing house and the first book to be published is by Angels Camp attorney Ted Laskin. 

I was part of Writers Unlimited for about a year and came to admire Laskin’s often-elegant fiction. Besides his artful use of English, Laskin can weave threads of humor so gently through his work that you’re surprised to find yourself chuckling as you read. 

    His new book, “George A. Custer, Please Come to the White Courtesy Phone,” is a collection of fiction and non-fiction short stories. 
    Ted is no beginning writer. Several years ago he and Michael Arkin co-authored a history of Calaveras County judges and lawyers titled “From the Depths of the Mines Came the Law.” 
    His short stories and essays have won numerous writing contests through the years. His legal-fiction piece, “Switchman Englebrecht,” was named Best Story in California Lawyer Magazine’s short story contest.
    “I’ve been scribbling all my life,” Ted says. “I started in middle school and all through college and even in law school I was writing. It’s a total immersion in another kind of world.”
    He says writing has served as a welcome distraction from the stresses of law practice.
    A graduate of Yale University Law School, Ted worked as a prosecutor in the San Jose City Attorney’s Office from 1956 until 1983, when he and his wife moved full-time to Arnold. He continues a private law practice in Angels Camp. 
    And on Nov. 13, his new book and its publisher — Manzanita Writers Press — will be officially introduced at a writer’s conference in Murphys. 
    “Harvest the Word: A Writers Symposium” takes place from noon to 6 p.m. at the Native Sons Hall, 389 Main St. in Murphys. Writers and publishers from throughout the area will share information at a number of panel discussions during the symposium.
    Monika Rose, Mountain Ranch resident and Lodi High School teacher, is editor at Manzanita Writers Press. The symposium is open to the public. A donation of $10 is requested at the door, but she assures me that no one will be turned away. 
    Ted will sign his new book from 3 to 3:30 p.m.
    Other Writers Unlimited authors will also have their books available for purchase at the symposium, including Glenn Wasson’s “Stories Mark Twain Would Have Loved to Steal,” Getty Ambou’s “Desta,” and Janet Langton’s “River of Skulls.” All these Calaveras County residents will be on hand to sign their books.
    The symposium along with the writers and their work, encourage me about the literary health of our county.
    Despite the practical tasks filling our days — from mending fences to repairing wells — there are those among us whose fertile imaginations can create stories to entertain, inspire and whisk us away from the ordinary. 
    It’s reassuring to know that among our neighbors there are word artists working to fill our daily lives with literary surprise.
    Writer Sunny Lockwood lives with her husband near Angels Camp. Her column, a weekly feature of The Union Democrat, appears Fridays. Send your suggestions for column topics to [image: image1.png]
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    Read more of Sunny Lockwood's work at her blog, "Onword," at http://bit.ly/EQbWb 


